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demoralisation that they would have been of no
possible use even had Napoleon been attacking
Berlin, and that these 18,000 men were thus pre-
vented from participating in the great encircling
movement around Leipzig.

Bernadotte himself had, in the meanwhile,
received more correct information about the
position of Napoleon who, already on October
12th, had given up all idea of further operations
along the Elbe. There was no reason for the
Swedish Crown Prince, therefore, to cross to the
right bank; and every member of the council of
war that he finally called was opposed to the
move. So he came to his senses and wrote very
politely to Blucher that he had abandoned his plan,
would set out for Halle the following morning,
and by evening would join him.

At Halle Bernadotte's troops could at least have
served as a reserve for Blucher in the great battle
that was to be fought. Bernadotte had not only
assured Blucher that they would be there but, on
October 15th, actually gave them their marching
orders to that effect. What made him change
these orders and concentrate his forces that night
between Wettin and Petersberge is a problem too
difficult for any historian. The marching orders
themselves throw no light upon the matter but
only involve it in more confusion:

Since it is possible that a battle will take place in
the neighbourhood of Leipzig the army must be in